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Downtown Cincinnati
By Danielle Glick

     Every time I drive towards downtown, when the ridge of the Ohio River Valley suddenly parts, my eyes divert from the highway to steal a glance of the panoramic view. The soft organic shapes of ancient hills hug contrasting angles of skyscrapers clustered near the river. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was the first to refer to Cincinnati as “the Queen of the West”, and that’s a circa 1859 epithet that modern Cincinnati won’t let you forget.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

     Along the riverfront, you won’t just find bridges and skyscrapers– three modern arenas and a museum make downtown Cincinnati a unique gathering for all kinds of entertainment. With a Club Level ticket to a Bengals’ professional football or Reds’ professional baseball game you’ll be treated to gourmet concessions and an indoor heated or air-conditioned club area in stadiums that still look new. The recently opened National Underground Railroad Freedom Center is an entertaining change from boring museum stereotypes. Downtown Cincinnati also has an eye-catching mix of architecture—from sparkling glass and metal-accented contemporary stadiums to aging, famous art deco masterpieces.

     If being pampered at a game isn’t your idea of the regal life, then head north from the riverbank, into the heart of downtown, to the Aronoff Center For the Arts. Renowned contemporary architect Cesar Pelli designed this state-of-the-art facility, which opened in 1995. With three performance spaces, you can get all fancied up and watch a ballet, orchestra, or Broadway show on almost any night of the week. 

FOOD

     After your big game or Broadway show, you can step back in time to the height of the extravagant art deco era at the Dining Room at the Palm Court or The Grille at Palm Court in the historic Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza Hotel. When you enter the restaurant, your eyes will dart around the room trying to take in the grandness of the two-story ceiling covered in gold leaf and aged murals. The original art deco architectural detailing is exquisite, and the menu is upscale, but not a budget-buster. Request to be seated at one of the plush 10-foot-high seashell-shaped booths, and you will feel like a queen sitting on her throne—even if you are still wearing your baseball jersey and jeans. 

     If you’d rather not step back in time, the Palomino Euro Bistro is the hip downtown eatery to see and be seen—you would not want to wear your game-gear here. The atmosphere is upscale contemporary and the menu offers its own twists on Euro-American fare. 
NIGHTLIFE

     When you enter into the Havana Martini Club, the dim lighting and traditional dark-wood interior envelope you like a cocoon. The smell of cigar smoke and sounds of live jazz music waft in the air—you suddenly picture yourself as an early 1900’s high society gentleman (or woman) retiring to the drawing room after dinner. The Havana Martini club offers the finest liquors and cigars, and if you aren’t familiar with the tastes of the finest, the staff can help you determine which of over twenty top-notch martinis will suit your palate. 

     If modern uptown sophistication is more your style, Bella Cincinnati has a two-level, panoramic big-window view to entertain your eyes. As the name implies, you should dress to impress. Bella is primarily a restaurant–with an award-winning chef–but after dinner on the weekends, live musicians play swanky music and everyone is lounging around with a drink.

SHOPPING

     Downtown Cincinnati is home to a few major department stores, as they were originally launched, in historic skyscrapers. Cincinnati is even the home of the corporate offices of Federated Department Stores, Inc. (Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s). For a great shopping excursion, first locate the ornate two-story high sculptured fountain in Fountain Square. Underground parking here is only $1 on the weekends, and connecting stairwells will bring you up to street level inside one of the surrounding buildings’ lobbies. In addition to a sprawling Lazarus-Macy’s department store, a variety of shops can be found in the sixty stores in Tower Place mall. For the ultimate celebrity shopping experience, try pampering yourself with a personal shopping consultant at Saks Fifth Avenue, or buy a bit of extravagant jewelry history from Tiffany & Co. 

EXPANDED INFORMATION
Attractions
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center: 50 East Freedom Way; 513-333-7500

http://www.freedomcenter.org
Contemporary Arts Center: 44 East 6th Street; 513-345-8400

http://www.contemporaryartscenter.org
Taft Museum of Art: 316 Pike Street; 513-241-0343

http://www.taftmuseum.org 
Aronoff Center For the Arts: 650 Walnut Street; 513-621-2787 (ARTS)

http://www.cincinnatiarts.org/venues/aronoff 
Paul Brown Stadium: 1 Paul Brown Stadium; 513-455-4800

http://www.bengals.com
Great American Ball Park: Pete Rose Parkway; 513-765-7096

http://cincinnati.reds.mlb.com
Queen City River Boats: 303 Fallon Street; 859-292-8688

http://www.queencityriverboats.com
Newport On-The-Levee: 1 Levee Way; 859-291-0500

http://www.newportonthelevee.com (across river in KY)

Newport Aquarium: 1 Levee Way; 859-291-0500

http://www.newportonthelevee.com (across river in KY)
Restaurants & Bars
Bella Cincinnati: 600 Walnut Street; 513-721-7100

http://www.bellacincinnati.com


Palomino Euro Bistro: 505 Vine Street; 513-381-1300

http://www.palomino.com
Palm Court: 35 West Fifth Street; 513-421-9100

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/hotels/dining_detail.jhtml?ctyhocn=CVGNPHF&index=0
Havana Martini Club: 580 Walnut Street; 513-651-2800

http://www.havanamartini.com/home.htm
Shopping
Lazarus-Macy’s: 505 Vine Street; 513-361-4200

http://www.macys.com/?bhcp=1 

Tower Place: Fourth and Race Streets; 513-241-7000

http://www.towerplace.com
Saks Fifth Avenue: 101 West Fifth Street; 513-421-6800

http://www.saksfifthavenue.com 
Tiffany & Co.: 505 Vine Street; 513-721-2022

http://www.tiffany.com 
Lodgings
Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza Hotel: 321 17th St.; +1 303 297 3111; http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/hotels/index.jhtml?ctyhocn=CVGNPHF
Crowne Plaza: 15 West Sixth Street; 513-381-4000

http://www.crowneplaza.cincinnati.ichotelsgroup.com
Hyatt Regency Cincinnati: 151 West Fifth Street; 513-579-1234

http://cincinnati.hyatt.com
Millennium Hotel Cincinnati: 141 West Sixth Street; 513-352-2100 http://www.millenniumhotels.com/MCIL.nsf/LU_HOTELDOC/118$$HotelDescription?OpenDocument
Westin Hotel Cincinnati: 21 East Fifth Street; 513-621-7700

http://www.westin.com/Cincinnati
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Fireworks light up the night skyline after a Red’s baseball game.

